City of Hills and Dales
Minutes of the City Commission Meeting
Thursday, September 11, 2025
7:00 p.m.

The Commission met in regular session on Thursday, September 11, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of
Treasurer Joan Taylor, 3300 Mt. Rainier Drive. City officials present were Mayor Pro Tem Roger Owen,
Commissioners Jeff Burnett, Barbara Rogers and Kathy Weisbach, Treasurer Joan Taylor and City Clerk
Jeanne Keats. Mayor Andreas Wokutch was absent. Mayor Pro Tem Owen called the meeting to order.

Approval of August 14, 2025 Commission Meeting Minutes
Mayor Pro Tem Owen called for a motion to approve the August 14, 2025, Regular Commission
Meeting minutes. Commissioner Burnett so moved, Commissioner Rogers seconded, and the
Commission approved by unanimous vote.

Resident Comments
There were no resident comments.

Treasurer’s Report
Financials
Treasurer Taylor reported total City assets as of August 31, 2025, of $337,626.83 and the City has no
liabilities. The City’s total income for August was $8,024.25, and total expenses were $4,561.93. She
said income and expenses to date are in line with the budget.

Mayor Pro Tem Owen called for a motion to approve the financials through August 31, 2025,
Commissioner Weisbach so moved, Commissioner Rogers seconded and the Commission approved by
unanimous vote.

REGULAR COMMITTEE REPORTS

Municipal Governance and Legal
Ethics Administrators Annual Report
In Mayor Wokutch’s absence, City Clerk Keats reported that Ethics Administrator Byron Leet submitted
the required annual ethics report to the Commission via an email to Mayor Wokutch on August 18, 2025.
He reported he had not received or been made aware of any ethics complaints involving the City since he
was appointed Ethics Administrator on January 9, 2025 through the end of the fiscal year ending June 30,
2025.

Offer to Purchase Real Estate — Herzog Land Company

The Commission discussed an offer the City received from Herzog Land Company to purchase 6.56 acres
of land the City owns. This land is deed-restricted as green space in perpetuity, and it provides the only
buffer between eight (8) homes on Mt. Rainier Drive and I-71. The Herzog Land Company’s offer




expires September 22, 2025. After discussion, the Commission agreed to take no action and let the
Herzog Land Company offer expire.

Communications and Neighborhood
Discussion — Draft Animal Control Ordinance
Commissioner Rogers reviewed a draft animal control ordinance with the Commission. Issues that were
discussed included the fact that the incident reporting process is not clear, some actions listed in the
ordinance as “objectionable” (and which would result in penalties) seem open to interpretation, and the
enforcement clause may need to be expanded to include specific steps that will be taken in the
enforcement process. A revised draft of the animal control ordinance will be presented at the October
meeting.

Commissioner Rogers said she has had conversations with a company that provides ordinance
enforcement services to Jefferson County cities, and she is going to contact some cities that use those
services to get feedback. She also said that until our City has enacted several ordinances, contracting with
an enforcement company would not be cost effective.

Possible Other Ordinances

Commissioner Rogers said that based on this summer’s Survey Monkey responses, property maintenance
is the second most significant concern to residents (after animal control). Therefore, she is going to start
looking at maintenance ordinances from other cities to see what might work for us.

Snow Removal, Roads and Signage
Worsening Road Depression at 3311 Mt. Rainier Drive
Commissioner Burnett asked the Commission for their thoughts regarding whether the worsening road
depression at 3311 Mt. Rainier is something that needs to be repaired now, or if it can be delayed until a
later time. Commissioner Owen said he did not think the depression presented an imminent danger to the
public. Commissioner Burnett said he would ask a geologist he knows for his thoughts on the situation.
Commissioner Owen said he also would ask a geologist he know for his thoughts. However,
Commissioner Owen said ground penetrating radar is probably the only way to really know what is going
on underground in this area.

Treasurer Taylor said if should become necessary to make road repairs in this area later in this fiscal year,
the Commission would have to use funds from the $8,000 budgeted reserves and, perhaps, funds from
Commissioner Burnett’s roads budget.

Snow Removal Contract 2025-2026
Commissioner Burnett said he would try to have a snow removal contract for the Commission to review

at the October 9 meeting.




Maintenance, Utilities, Beautification
Removal of Forsythia in Easement
Commissioner Owen reported that Green Up LLC removed forsythia bushes in the easement between
3412 and 3420 Mt. Rainier Drive from the edge of the road back 18 feet and graded, seeded and strawed
the area for $948.35. This project and the project costs were previously approved by the Commission.
This project was necessary for the safety of both pedestrians and drivers in this area as the bushes blocked
visibility.

New Contract with Green Up LLC — Use of Remaining ARPA Funds

Commissioner Owen said he and Green Up LLC are still working on the specifics of this contract. The
contract involves additional bush honeysuckle removal as part of the City’s efforts to preserve the woods
along Mt. Rainier Drive. Commissioner Owen also reported that Green Up LLC still owes the City 21
man hours of work from an earlier related contract.

Technology Services and Security
Commissioner Weisbach reported that no security incidents have been reported and there have been no
technology issues involving the camera security system, the website or the city’s email.

Other Business
Holiday Gathering
Commissioner Rogers said she will contact Cindy and David Daunhauer to see if they are interested in
hosting the City’s holiday gathering again this year.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the meeting, Mayor Pro Tem Owen called for a motion
to adjourn, Commissioner Burnett so moved, Commissioner Weisbach seconded, and the Commission
approved by unanimous vote.

The meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.
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The next Commission Meeting will be held on Thursday, October 11, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.
at the home of Treasurer Joan Taylor, 3300 Mt. Rainier Drive



