City of Hills and Dales
Minutes of the City Commission Meeting
Thursday, August 14, 2025
7:00 p.m.

The Commission met in regular session on Thursday, August 14, 2025_ at 7:00 p.m. at the home of
Trcasm.’cr‘.loan Taylor, 3300 Mt. Rainier Drive. City officials present were Mayor Andrcas Wokutch,
Commissioners Jeff Bumett, Barbara Rogers and Kathy Weisbach, Treasurer Joan Taylor and City Clerk
Jeanne Keats. Commissioner Roger Owen was absent. Mayor Wokutch called the mecting to order.

Approval of July 10, 2025 Commission Meeting Minutes
Mayor Wokutch called Jor a motion to approve the July 10, 2025, Regular Commission Meeting
minutes. Commissioner Weisbach so moved, Mayor Wokutch seconded, and the Commission approved
by unanimous vote.

Resident Comments
There were no resident comments.

Treasurer’s Report
Financials
Treasurer Taylor reported total City asscts as of July 31, 2025 of $334.164.51 and the City has no
liabilities. The City’s total income for July was $1.450.46. Total expenses were $6.442.89 which
included the City's annual insurance package through Auto Owners Insurance in the amount of
$2.974.88. She said interest income is exceeding the 2025-2026 budget. She expressed some concern that
road funds arc down 30% from last year.

Mayor Wokutch made a motion to approve the financials through July 31, 2025, Commissioner Rogers
seconded, and the Commission approved by unanimous vote.

REGULAR COMMITTEE REPORTS

Municipal Governance and Legal
Garage and Yard Sales Issue
After discussion, the Commission opted to take no action regarding resident Bill Bowman’s concemn
about community garage and vard sales in our community. It was noted that these events rarcly occur.

Ethics Administrator’s Annual Report to Commission

Mayor Wokutch said he would contact Byron Leet, the City’s Ethics Administrator, about the annual
report he must submit to the Commission by August 31 summarizing any activitics such as complaints of
cthics violations, decisions and/or advisory opinions from the prior fiscal year.

Charter Communications (Spectrum) Contract Renewal
Carla Sandusky. Dircctor of Statc Government Affairs, Charter Communications had asked the

Commission to consider renewing its franchise agreement with Charter Communications carly. After
discussion. the Commission opted against an carly rencwal. The agreement expires in November, 2027,




Communications and Neighborhood
General Discussion - Possible Ordinances Based on Survey Monkey Responses
Commissioner Rogers reviewed the summary of statistical results from the June, 2025, Survey Monkey.

The same information was included in the J uly newsletter to residents. She noted that over 78% of survey
respondents agreed that there is a need for a local City of Hills and Dales animal ordinance.

Animal Ordinance. After discussion, the Commission agreed that it should address this issue of animal
control since the survey results showed it was the top concern of survey respondents.

After discussion, Mayor Wokutch asked if there was a motion to begin the process to enact a local
animal control ordinance, Commissioner Weisbach so moved, Commissioner Burnett seconded and the
Commission approved by unanimous vote.

Commissioner Rogers told the Commission she would provide them with preliminary animal ordinance
information to review prior to the September 11 Commission meeting.

Enforcement. Commissioner Rogers told the Commission that Attorney John Singler, who has been
providing legal services to the Commission on an ad hoc basis for about a year, suggested the
Commission may wish to consider contracting with an agency such as Louisville Code Enforcement and
Mediation in order to enforce any ordinances it enacts. She has contacted this agency and is awaiting
more information.

Appointment of Legal Counsel. Commissioner Rogers also reported that Attorney Singler recently
recommended that as the Commission enacts more local ordinances and even considers adopting a
comprehensive code of ordinances (see next section below), it may wish to enact an ordinance affirming
the Commission’s authority to contract for legal services. The ordinance would identify specific legal
service expectations and payment methods, such as a retainer. The Commission took no action; however,
this is an issue that may be reconsidered in the future.

Comprehensive Code of Ordinances. Finally, Commissioner Rogers told the Commission that
Attorney John Singler has suggested that as the City Commission enacts more local ordinances, it may
wish to adopt a code of ordinances so that all ordinances are in one comprehensive document for easier
access. About half of Jefferson County’s 80 Home Rule cities have adopted a code of ordinances.
Commissioner Rogers said Attorney John Singler gave her a copy of another city’s code of ordinances as
a model to review.

Snow Removal, Roads and Signage
Possible Needed Road Repairs
Commissioner Burnett discussed some needed road repairs and a quote from Louisville Paving. He saic{
that, at present, the most critical road repair is the depression in the pavement in front of 3311 Mt. Rainier
Drive which may be a sinkhole. He said he would like to get with Commissioner Owen to review the '
history of this spot, learn when it was last repaired and who did the repairs. MSD has indicated that this
situation is not within their area of responsibility.

N



Maintenance, Utilities and Beautification
Invasive Honeysuckle Containment Project (ARPA funded)
In the absence of Commissioner Owen, City Clerk Keats reported that Commissioner Owen will have a
contract from Green Up LLC for the Commission to review at the September meeting. This contract will
be for the completion of the project to remove as much of the invasive honeysuckle from the wooded
entrance area as possible. Note: All ARPA funds must be spent by December 31, 2026.

Technology Services and Community Security
General Reporting — Technology. Security and Website
Commissioner Weisbach reported that the security cameras are working fine, and there have been no
reported incidents necessitating her to access the video feed.

Commissioner Weisbach also shared with the Commission some Google Analytics for the past 12 months
regarding the City’s website. Data included such things as the number of active users, number of views
per page, and peak days of the week and months of activity.

Other Business
There was no other business to come before the Commission.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the meeting, Mayor Wokutch made a motion to
adjourn, Commissioner Burnett seconded, and the Commission approved by unanimous vote. The
meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m.
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